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Arc/c Polar Ice Caps 
•  Since 1979, the size of the summer  polar ice cap has shrunk more than 20 
percent.  
•  On Sept. 21, 2005, sea ice extent dropped to 2.05 million sq. miles, the 
lowest extent yet recorded in the satellite record. 
•  This loss is twice the size of Texas.  
•  Real problem ‐> ice caps are Earth’s air condi/oners!!! 
–  Reflect the Sun’s energy back into space 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